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Lubbock Law Notes  
 
  

Another Successful LCYLA Golf Tourney 
By Dax Voss 

On September 26, 2008, the Johnny Splawn Memorial Golf Tournament, put on 
by the Lubbock County Young Lawyers Association (LCYLA), slated 22 teams, 
totaling 88 players.  The Women’s Protective Services was the chosen charity to 
benefit from a portion of the proceeds.  Due to the great turn out this year, 
LCYLA was able to donate $3,000 of the proceeds from the tournament to 
Women’s Protective Services.   

Those attending the pre-tournament luncheon and Bar meeting were treated to 
pre-season highlights for the Texas Tech Red Raiders Basketball Team by Head 
Coach Pat Knight.  Additionally, a reception was held in conjunction with the 
luncheon honoring Judge Paula Lanehart, during which she was presented with the 
“William Shaver Peace Pipe Award” by members of the Advisory Board of the 
Dispute Resolution Center. Then, the teams were off for a great afternoon of golf, 
including food, fun and cold beverages.  At the conclusion of the tournament, 
trophies and prizes were awarded along with numerous raffle prizes local sponsors 
donated. 

LCYLA would like thank all of the sponsors, who generously donated to this great 
event.  A special thanks goes out to Coach Pat Knight who kindly donated four 
tickets to a Texas Tech men’s basketball game right behind the bench, which 
included dinner with the team and admittance to the shoot around prior to the 
game.  Also, LCYLA would like to extend a belated “thank you” to Ed Price, who 
was mistakenly left off the sponsor list, for his gracious donation of gift certificates 
to Café J and Gardski’s. 

 
It was fair and just that on the day Judge Paula Lanehart was honored by the LCBA and 
LCYLA on the occasion of her retirement, her team won low gross honors at the 
LCYLA Johnny Splawn Memorial Golf Tournament, with a sizzling 19-under-par 53.  
Team members are (left-to-right) Mike Whitworth, Steve Locke, Judge Lanehart, and 
Chuck Lanehart.  Judge Lanehart also won the closest-to-the-hole competition. (Thanks 
Chuck for the photo). 
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LUBBOCK LAW NOTES SUBMISSIONS 
 

The Lubbock Law Notes invites and encourages persons to submit material for 
publication.  Articles should be short and concise.  All material must be received 
no later than 12:00 noon on the 3rd Friday of each month.  The editorial staff 
reserves the right to change the deadline at its discretion.  Submit material in 
printed form, on disk, or by e-mail to: 
 

Kristi Ward, P.O. Box 5980, Lubbock, TX 79408 
E-mail:  lubbocklawnotes@gmail.com 

Phone: 806-761-0998   Fax: 806-761-0991 
 
The editorial staff expressly reserves the right to edit all submitted material for 
content and form.  Additionally, the editorial staff assumes no obligation to print 
submitted material and reserves the right to refuse to publish submitted material at 
its sole discretion.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 The First Branch Bank in Texas 
      

    By Brian Shannon 
 

 
When I was first on the faculty at Tech Law, I regularly taught a course in 
Administrative Law. I still serve as an advisor to the Texas Tech Administrative Law 
Journal. I thought I did a decent job with that course, but early on I received this 
comment on a student course evaluation form: “Professor Shannon does an 
excellent job as a teacher. But, Administrative Law is so boring that he needs to put 
in pool tables at the back of the room and serve drinks to help us digest the material.” 

In later semesters, our deans were for some inexplicable reason unwilling to authorize or fund this type of investment 
in classroom “materials.” But, I thereafter did try to emphasize that practice in this area (like in most areas of the law) 
is far more interesting and exciting than studying cases and problems in a casebook. And, speaking of administrative 
law, our recent financial and banking crisis reminded me of a practice experience I had involving three different 
administrative agencies.  
 
Many of you who are young lawyers might not realize that the concept of branch banking is a relatively recent 
phenomenon in Texas. Prior to a state constitutional amendment adopted by the voters in late 1986 following a special 
legislative session, branch banking was not authorized in Texas. Even that measure allowed only countywide branch 
banking. Statewide branch banking was not permitted in Texas until 1991. (In considering the current financial crisis, 
reflect on the late 1980s in Texas; many of the largest commercial banks in the state failed between 1987-1990. Others 
were later absorbed by out-of-state banks.) When I returned to Texas in 1986 following my four years in Washington, 
I learned that my new law firm had been heavily involved in the lobbying effort in Austin that resulted in the adoption 
of the constitutional amendment permitting branch banking. Shortly after the constitutional amendment passed, our 
firm was hired to handle the legal work to establish the first branch bank in Texas. (Many such efforts were quickly 
underway in early 1987. We understood that ours was the first to be approved.) 
 
Our firm had represented the Independent Bankers Association of Texas during the legislative efforts. Shortly after 
the new law became effective, one of the association’s member banks, the First State Bank of Overton, wanted to 
locate a branch in the nearby community of New London, which is located in the same east Texas county. The 
proposed branch was rather modest. It was to be a one-lane drive-through facility. Moreover, it was to be located on 
the site of a double-wide trailer house that then housed Faye’s Beauty Shop. (Our client had reached an earlier 
agreement regarding the property that was satisfactory to Faye. And the trailer house was to be removed in the name 
of progress!) Because the powers-that-be within the law firm believed that this would be a rather simple matter, the 
task was assigned to the newest, greenest associate – yours truly. Of course, given that there had been no branch banks 
authorized in Texas up to that point, there were no helpful forms to serve as a template or guide. That should have 
been my first tip that this would be an adventure!  
 
Who would have imagined at the time the task was assigned that this would take months of effort and the approval of 
three administrative agencies! It probably comes as no surprise that two of those agencies were the FDIC and the State 
Banking Commission (the predecessor agency to today’s Texas Department of Banking within the Texas Finance 
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Commission). Moreover, the approval process through those two agencies was quite streamlined and involved few 
problems. However, the third agency’s involvement came as a surprise. We needed to obtain approval from the Texas 
Historical Commission. Under state law as it then existed, Historical Commission approval was necessary for a 
construction project if either it impacted a dwelling or building that was over 50 years old or if within the immediate 
area surrounding and within view of the proposed construction site there were buildings over 50 years old. Now, I can 
assure you that Faye’s double-wide trailer facility was not 50 years old. However, by the time we were undertaking this 
process in the late spring/early summer of 1987, we discovered that numerous buildings within the immediate vicinity 
of the proposed construction site were almost exactly 50 years old. A few of you will remember, and some of you who 
are students of Texas history will recollect that there was a terrible school explosion in New London, Texas, in March 
1937, which tragically killed approximately 300 school children and adults. The property damage was so substantial 
and devastating that many of the surrounding buildings were destroyed and later replaced. (For more information 
about the tragedy, see http://www.nlse.org/.).  
 
Of course, this horrific occurrence took place right at 50 years prior to the First State Bank of Overton’s bold effort to 
replace the double-wide trailer facility that housed Faye’s Beauty Shop with a modern, one-lane drive-through branch 
bank – the first in Texas. The Texas Historical Commission took longer to approve our branch bank effort than either 
the State Banking Commission or the FDIC. My efforts at practicing administrative law in this matter included a 
written summary about the history of the school explosion and the later re-building within the community, the 
submission of numerous photographs of Faye’s Beauty Shop and buildings that could be viewed from all directions 
out from Faye’s, and what I thought was a persuasive bit of lawyering that suggested that there was nothing 
particularly noteworthy either architecturally or aesthetically about Faye’s double-wide trailer house that would merit 
historical preservation. (Remember, Faye was not our client!) Finally, following numerous phone call entreaties and 
several in-person visits at the agency – which was only a scant few blocks from our office – the commission gave its 
blessing. And, the first branch bank in Texas was approved! 
 
I urge you to come to this month’s bar luncheon, and bring along a friend. Our president-elect, Carolyn Moore, has 
lined up another great program; this month Judge Medina will be speaking. See you on November 21!  
 

 
 

Holiday Pops 

Saturday, December 6, 2008     3 pm & 8 pm 
First Baptist Church 

 
This Holiday Season, the Lubbock Chorale will be joining the Lubbock Symphony for an evening of 

waltzes, vespers and familiar carols that will fill the hall and each person with beautiful music and 
heartwarming holiday cheer.  Purchase tickets at www.lubbocksymphonyorchestra.org 
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Caption Contest 
  

 
 

Last month, I asked readers to send in their proposed captions for this picture, and I agreed to publish the 
winning captions.  I received several captions and am pleased to publish some of the many I received.  Thanks 

Brian, for sending in the picture and your captions (published last month) to get everyone started:   
 

From Professor Bryan Camp: 
“And then what happened?” 
“Is that spelled ‘Ruff’ or ‘Wruff’?” 
“Did you get a good sniff of the man who bit you?” 
“And just why didn’t you bark that night?” 
Hank the Cowdog Interviews with Dean Huffman to be Head of Tech Law Security. 
Dean Huffman interviews an applicant to teach animal rights law.   
 
From George Nelson: 
“I want to divorce the b****.” 
 
From Carolyn Moore: 
Will you persuade prosecutors and defense attorneys to stop referring to cases they don't like as "dog cases?" 
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YOUNG LAWYERS EVENT.  The Lubbock County Young Lawyers will host a Swearing-In Ceremony for new lawyers 
on Tuesday, November 11, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. at the Don Hunt Courtroom with a reception following.  If any firms 
have associates waiting on bar results that would like to participate, they can contact Laurie Key at 771-3933.   
 

 
Dear Fellow LCBA Member: 
 
As we make the final push in this year’s UNITED WAY Campaign, the legal community’s goal is in site, but we still have 
about 50% of last year’s contributions that have not yet been contributed this year.  Many of you have made your 
pledge and your generous contributions are greatly appreciated.   Many of you, though intending to give, have just not 
taken the time to contribute yet.   
 
Please take a moment and make your pledge today.  In these tough economic times, your contribution is particularly 
important.   
 
Agencies such Legal Aid, CASA, and Children’s Advocacy Center depend on your contribution no matter how large 
or how small.  All of us know members of community who benefit from these and other agencies funded in part by 
contributions to the United Way.   The truth is that each of us or someone we know may only be one accident or 
illness away from needing assistance from one of the many agencies funded by United Way.  
 
You may take a moment to visit the Lubbock Area United Way website at www.liveunitedlubbock.org to access a 
pledge form, learn more about the programs and see dollars at work within agencies such as Legal Aid, CASA, and 
Children’s Advocacy Center.  The pledge form can be printed in adobe format using the following link: 
http://www.liveunitedlubbock.org/files/payroll_pledge_form_08.pdf. Please take a moment to make your pledge 
today by filling out the pledge form, signing it, and sending it back by fax or mail to (806) 747-2716 or 1655 Main, Suite 
101 Lubbock, TX 79401. You can also make a gift via credit card through United Way’s secure online process.   
 
Pledges made can be paid anytime between now and the end of 2009 and several billing and payment options are 
available. Every gift makes a difference.         
 
United Way is able to change lives every day because people like you care about their neighbors. I encourage you to 
continue making Lubbock a better community for us all by making a generous donation today. 

 
Very truly yours,  
Brad J. Davidson 
Craig, Terrill, Hale & Grantham, LLP; Legal Division Chair – Lubbock Area United Way Fall 2008 Campaign 
 

 
 
ASSISTANCE NEEDED.  The Lubbock County Young Lawyers Association sponsors the pro bono clinic at St. John's 
Methodist Church every November to assist Legal Aid of Northwest Texas.  They need volunteers to assist with this 
year's clinic, which is on November 11, 2008 from 5:30-7:30 p.m.  Please let Jody Jenkins know if you can help.   



9 

Cases and Comments from the Seventh Court of Appeals 
  

By The Honorable Judge Quinn 
 
In Neugebauer v. State, No. 07-07-0214-CR (Tex. App. – Amarillo August 27, 2008), we had occasion to delve into the 
area of jurisdiction.  More than two years after Neugebauer had been convicted, he petitioned for shock probation.  It 
was granted to him only to have it revoked later.  In appealing from the revocation order, we concluded that the trial 
court lacked the jurisdiction to grant such probation in the first place.  So, both the orders granting and revoking it 
were void.  Yet, neither party raised that argument.  Nonetheless, we had to broach it sua sponte given that it was 
jurisdictional in nature.  The lesson to be learned is not so much that the trial court lacked jurisdiction to do what it did.  
Rather, the parties should remember to always check-out jurisdiction while preparing the appeal and issues.  We may 
not catch it next time.  

 
In re Marriage of Collins, No. 07-06-0314-CV, 2008 WL 3930559 (Tex. App. – Amarillo August 27, 2008, no pet. h.) dealt 
with an appellant who was challenging (from the confines of his cell) the trial court’s default judgment terminating his 
marriage and dividing the marital estate.  Questioning the validity of the property division on appeal, the ex-husband 
attached various documents to his brief that allegedly supported his argument.  Yet, those documents were not made 
part of the trial court’s record, so we could not consider them.  Nor did he preserve any complaint about the 
sufficiency of the notice informing him of the hearing date.   

 
A change in the law that permitted the use of prior convictions older than 10 years to enhance punishment does not 
violate ex post facto prohibitions.  We so held in Sepeda v. State, No. 07-0315-CR (Tex. App. – Amarillo October 15, 
2008).  There, the accused objected to the State’s use of two prior convictions arising in 1991 and 1993 to enhance his 
misdemeanor DWI to a felony.  Because the prior convictions were affecting the punishment applicable to the current 
crime for which Sepeda was being prosecuted by showing him to be a repeat offender, ex post facto limitations were not 
implicated. 

 
What effect do the words “with prejudice” have upon the denial of a claim that was not actually considered on the 
merits?  Well, if they appear in a final judgment they may bar one from later suing on other grounds arising from the 
same transaction.  In Rodriguez v. Icon, No. 07-07-0039-CV (Tex. App. – Amarillo October 15, 2008), the claims 
involved in the first suit were disposed of, but not on the merits.  Nonetheless, the trial court dismissed them “with 
prejudice.”  Though including those words in the judgment was wrong, the appellant did not ask that the mistake be 
corrected.  So, the defense of res judicata barred the plaintiff from later suing on other claims involving the same 
operative facts.  In short, make sure that the judgment omits those words if your claims were dismissed or otherwise 
disposed of via a procedure considered less than a trial on the merits.    

 
In Rodriguez v. State, No. 07-06-0170-CR (Tex. App. – Amarillo August 27, 2008), we had an opportunity to address 
preservation of error.  Remember, not only must the party object to the purported wrong but also secure a ruling on 
his/her objection to preserve the issue for appellate review.  Sometimes, though, the second criteria can be satisfied 
through an implicit ruling, as occurred here.     
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MEETING OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
Of the Board of Directors 

Lubbock County Bar Association 
September 22, 2008 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Lubbock County Bar Association was held in the Conference 
Room of the Lubbock County Law Library in Lubbock, Texas, on June 16, 2008 at 5:30 p.m.  Present for the meeting 
were:  President, Brian Shannon; President-elect, Carolyn Moore; Past President, Les Hatch; Treasurer, Sam 
Hawthorne; Directors:  Gary Bellair, Bill Franklin, Laurie Key; Collaborative Law Bar, Jolyn Wilkins; Criminal 
Defense Bar, Laurie Key; Young Lawyers Association, Jody Jenkins, Pres., Anna McKim, Pres. Elect; 
Mexican-America Bar Association,  Eric Navarrette. Jeanne Fairman, Executive Secretary, was also present.  Guests 
attending: George Elliott and Janice Payne, Legal Aid of Northwest Texas; Fred Bowers, Past President 
 
The meeting was called to order by Brian Shannon at 5:30 p.m. 
 
A quorum was present. 
 
As the Secretary was unable to attend, and the August minutes were not available, the approval of the August Minutes 
was tabled until the October meeting, October 14, 2008. 
 

George Elliott and Janice Payne discussed the needs of the Legal Aid of 
Northwest Texas for additional funding as the economic downturn has 
resulted in loss of funds.  The organization requests local funding in order to 
maintain services provided by the entity to 13 counties.  Funds raised locally 
would be used for the local office.  Different means by which LCBA could 
assist in funding were discussed:  blast email asking for donations, fund raiser 
activities involving LA of NWT, TTU, and LCBA. etc.  President Shannon 
thanked them for the presentation and indicated that the Board would discuss 
their request.   
 
The Treasurer’s report was given by Sam Hawthorne.  As of August 31, 
balances were:  Business Economy Checking:  $22,949.83; Maximizer:  
8,392.92; Sickness and Accident Fund:  5,666.29.  Sam reported that he 

planned to meet with David Norman, CPA, and Jeanne Fairman to compare projected budget and expenses with the 
actual figures.  Sam reported that there are 144 attorneys who paid dues in 2007-2008 who have not paid in 2008-2009.  
Sending a letter to those attorneys to encourage payment of dues from Justice Hancock or Judge Underwood was 
discussed.  
 
Jeanne Fairman reported that there were 86 attending the August Bar luncheon, with approximately 20 who had not 
made reservations in advance, causing a problem with seating.  There was a loss of $90.73, and the cost per person was 
$14.21. 
 
Carolyn Moore, Pres. Elect, reported that LCBA nominated John Grace for representative to the State Bar Leadership 
Conference; however, he was not selected.  Carolyn further reported that the actual cost for the Texas Golf Legends 
purchased by LCBA for silent auction at the LCYLA golf tournament was $350.00; however, as the original quote to 
Carolyn was $250.00, that was the cost to LCBA.  Bidding at the silent auction is to begin at $275.00. 
 
Fred Bowers, President-Elect of the SBOT Litigation Section, discussed the Litigation Section event to be held at the 
Tech Law School on October 17th.  The format for the event is lunch (with ethics speaker) and breakout sessions with 
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law students to create solutions for the fictitious legal dilemma.  He asked for volunteers from the Board to serve as 
moderators for the event.  Incentive:  free lunch and up to 3 hours of ethics CLE.   
 
Les Hatch reported that he had secured a bid from a local print shop for the composite.  They agreed they could 
squeeze the portraits into one “poster” thus cutting costs in half (the previous bid from Austin of $1300, without 
framing, was for two posters).  Mid-Town Printing quoted approx. $850.00 framed for the composite.  In the current 
budget, $2,500 is allocated for the framed composite.  A motion was made by Gary Bellair and seconded by Jolyn 
Wilkins that Les is authorized to spend $850.00 to secure the framed composite.  The motion passed 
 
Pres. Brian Shannon opened discussion regarding the request for financial assistance made by Legal Aid of Northwest 
Texas.  Gary Bellair pointed out that there are two Legal Aid groups in the Lubbock area and that we should probably 
not give assistance to one group and not the other.  Laurie Key suggested that whatever we do for one group, we will 
do for the other.  A letter is to be prepared by Legal Aid of Northwest Texas, to be reviewed by Pres. Shannon, and 
sent to Lubbock County attorneys. 
 
Pres. Shannon reported that Arnold Loewy of the Texas Tech School of Law, sponsors a Criminal Lawyers seminar, 
and asked if the LCBA would be interested in sponsoring a wine and cheese reception with the estimated cost of 
$750.00.  Laurie Key suggested that perhaps the LCBA would be a joint sponsor with the Criminal Defense Bar and 
Young Lawyers Association at a cost of $250.00 each.  Laurie Key and Jody Jenkins are to discuss with the 
associations.  This will be a one day seminar for criminal attorneys. 
 
Jody Jenkins reported that Pat Knight will be the speaker at the Young Lawyer’s Association golf tournament 
September 26th, and in addition to the Texas Golf Legends book, they will have other items for a silent auction prior to 
the golf tournament September 26.  The agenda for the lunch will be recognition of Judge Lanehart in recognition of 
her years of service to CCL3 at approximately 11:15, and Coach Knight at 11:30.  The auction would probably be from 
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Laurie Key reported that there will be a swearing in of new lawyers at 6:00 p.m., November 11, 
2008, at the Hunt courtroom of the Texas Tech School of Law. 
 
Carolyn Moore reported that the September meeting of the Women Lawyers was cancelled because of the flood. 
 
With regard to updating the LCBA website, Jeanne is to contact Eric Metze to discuss how this can be accomplished.  
 
Laurie Key reported that Criminal Defense Lawyers are planning a seminar in March 2009, and Dickey Griggs will be 
the featured speaker. 
 
Membership concerns:  Linda Smith. 
 
Pres. Shannon advised the Board that Charles Galey had died Sunday, September 21, 2008. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
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Is This the End of Negative Political Campaigning? 
                       

By Ralph Brock 
 
 
As I write this, at least two weeks before it will be published and 19 days before the 2008 
general election, the national consensus seems to be that negative campaigning in this 
presidential campaign has not been effective. To be fair, a distinction must be drawn between 
negative campaigning that draws an honest and fair comparison of the candidates’ positions, 
and negative campaigning that is nothing more than ad hominem attack, an unfavorable 

distortion of the truth, or a complete fabrication. The difference between the two is the difference between honest 
disagreement on the issues of the campaign and, to put it bluntly, dishonest or dirty campaigning.  No one in the media 
seems to make that distinction; we heard that 100% of one candidate’s ads were negative during a certain period, or 
that his opponent ran more negative ads during the same period, without describing the ads. 
 
When you read this, the election will probably be over or almost over. From my vantage point as a would-be prescient 
columnist, less than three weeks before the election (and four days before early voting starts in Texas),  when the 
United States economy, not to mention world markets, stands on the precipice of the greatest collapse since 29 
October 1929, attempts to define one’s opponent as “erratic and uncertain” or as a “terrorist” is nothing less than 
Orwellian. This is the dirtiest presidential campaign I can remember, and as bizarre as it has become, I have no doubt 
that the twists and turns it will take after I file this column will make what has gone before pale in comparison. 
 
You no doubt have read about dirty campaigns through American history. In the early days, candidates did not sully 
their hands by attacking their opponents. They used surrogates, the early equivalent of 527 groups, to do their dirty 
work for them. In the 1800 contest between President John Adams and Vice-President Thomas Jefferson, Jefferson’s 
surrogates accused Adams of possessing a “hideous hermaphroditical character, which has neither the force and 
firmness of a man, nor the gentleness and sensibility of a woman.” Adams’ people responded that Jefferson was “a 
mean-spirited, low-lived fellow, the son of a half-breed Indian squaw, sired by a Virginia mulatto father.” When that 
was not enough, they labeled Jefferson “a weakling, an atheist, a libertine, and a coward.” Jefferson hired one James  
Callendar to convince the electorate that Adams wanted to attack France. Jefferson won.1 
 
In 1828, Andrew Jackson ran against Adams’ son, the incumbent John Quincy Adams. Jackson had married a 
divorced woman, but the Federalists questioned whether the divorce was final. They called her a “dirty black wench,” 
a “convicted adulteress,” and accused her of “open and notorious lewdness.” Jackson’s surrogates alleged that Adams 
had sold his wife’s maid as a concubine to the czar of Russia. Jackson won. 
 
The 1840 campaign between William Henry Harrison and President Martin Van Buren boiled down to a race between 
the “drunkard” Harrison, the son of a well-placed Virginia family who drank hard cider and claimed to have been born 
in a log cabin,  and the “perfumed” Van Buren, called by Harrison’s camp “A First-Rate Second-Rate Man.” Harrison 
won. 
 
Stephen A. Douglas defeated Abraham Lincoln in the 1858 Illinois Senate race, famous for its Lincoln-Douglas 
debates, where Lincoln lost. As the Democratic presidential candidate in 1860, Douglas described Lincoln as a 
“horrid-looking wretch, sooty and scoundrelly in aspect, a cross between the nutmeg dealer, the horse-swapper and 
the nightman.” For good measure, he added that “Lincoln is the leanest, lankest, most ungainly mass of legs and arms 
and hatchet face ever strung on a single frame.” Lincoln won. 
 
In the 1884 presidential race between Grover Cleveland and James G. Blaine, Democrats taunted Republicans with 
the chant, “Blaine, Blaine, James G. Blaine, continental liar from the state of Maine!”2 When the Republicans accused 
the unmarried Cleveland of fathering an illegitimate child, they jeered, “Ma! Ma! Where's my Pa?” When Cleveland 
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won, the Democrats answered, “Gone to the White House, ha, ha, ha!”3 
 
Is the 2008 campaign the dirtiest presidential campaign in American history, or is it the end of negative campaigning? 
As I write this, I can’t answer the first question, although I submit that before it is over, this will remain the dirtiest 
presidential campaign I have seen in my lifetime. As for the second question, the answer is an unequivocal “no.” Three 
weeks out from this election, the dirty side of negative campaigning seems not to have worked very well for either 
presidential candidate, but it works most of the time. That, in and of itself, is a sad but true commentary on the 
“informed” American electorate.  
__________________________________________ 
1 Callendar eventually served time for slandering Adams. In retaliation, Callendar began  circulating the rumor that one of 
Jefferson’s slaves, Sally Hemings, who had been with Jefferson in France, had born five of his children. The rumor dogged 
Jefferson for the rest of his political career, and modern DNA tests suggest that the story could be true. 
2 Democrats don’t enjoy that same luxury today. “McCain, McCain, John S. McCain, continental liar from the state of Arizona” 
just doesn’t have the same pizzazz. 
3 In 1886, Cleveland married Frances Folsom, the daughter of a friend. He was the first president to be married in the White 
House. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ALL NEW! 
 

By Louise Covington, Lubbock County Law Librarian 
 
The three workstations have new Dell Optiplex 755 PCs with 19" screens that are easier on the eyes.  Each mouse has 
a scroll button for faster searching.  The PCs were installed in late August as scheduled.  Early September brought an 
unscheduled crash of our network printer!  Since we were nearing the end of the County’s fiscal year, we were 
fortunate to have cooperation from the Information Services and Purchasing Departments, the Auditor’s Office and 
equally important the Commissioners. The upshot being a brand new Hewlett Packard LJ P4014N printer that was 
installed on September 17th.  It is half the size and half the cost of the old one and fits our needs perfectly.  
 
We would like to bring to your attention several new additions to the library’s collection.  Thomson West’s Texas 
Practice Series, volume 51, has a brand new title: Texas Elder Law, 2008-2009.  Also, in the same series, volumes 29 & 
29A, is a new 3rd edition of Juvenile Law and Practice.   
 
The following O’Connor’s 2008-09 editions are on order: Texas Criminal Codes Plus; Texas Civil Appeals; Texas 
Property Code and CPRC Plus.   
 
Be advised that the State Bar of Texas has finally revised the much used Texas Family Law Practice Manual.  As usual, the 
CD may be checked out but not the print volumes. 
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VOX POPULI 

 
By Hizonor JQ 

 

“The older I get, the better I was.” 
 

When I graduated from law school, like my classmates, I received an LLB degree.  It was 
a Latin term for Bachelor of Law.  I thought it was neat.  It wasn’t like the other 
abbreviations for degrees. Some years later the law schools decided to award doctorate 
degrees to their graduates who had a bachelor’s degree from an accredited university. 
They also offered the new degrees to all former graduates who had a bachelor’s degree in 
addition to their law degree.  When I went to law school, some of my fellow students 
were admitted with 90 hours of credits and had no bachelor’s degree.  Some law schools 
gave a Doctor of Jurisprudence degree.  The abbreviation is DJ, that is also the acronym 
for “disc jockey.”  Others gave a Juris Doctor degree. That abbreviation is JD, which is 
also the acronym for “juvenile delinquent.” 

 
I recall the AAUP (American Association of University Professors) took umbrage at this awarding of these degrees. At 
one of their annual meetings, they passed a resolution saying they would not recognize a doctor’s degree unless it had 
been obtained after writing a dissertation.  They adjourned and were promptly asked, “if that meant they would no 
longer recognize medical doctors and dentists as having a doctor’s degree?”  They promptly rescinded the resolution. 
 My favorite story came from the late Charles Galey.  He had graduated from SMU’s law school and traded his LLB for 
a doctorate.  He had his new diploma on the wall of his office.  He had a new lady client in the office.  He was looking 
over her documents.  She noticed his diploma.  She said, “Oh my, Mr. Galey, you have a doctor’s degree.” He replied 
(a bit proudly), “Yes, I do.”  She then asked, “What was the subject of your dissertation?”  He told her he did not have 
to write a dissertation to get his doctor’s degree.  She then said, “Oh, you are that kind of a doctor.” 
  
Shortly after I got mine, I was at a church backyard picnic.  I told my friends that     
I now had a doctor’s degree. They asked how I earned that. I told them about the 
change from LLB to doctorate, and intending humor, I added that I had to send in 
my LLB diploma, three Wheaties box tops, and twenty five dollars, then I got my 
doctor’s degree. There was a new couple at our table, and they did not find this 
humorous.  He had just received his doctorate in architecture after five, yes five, years 
of working to that goal. You know egg on your face…. 
  
In previous history, the lawyers were titled doctor.  Remember, Doctor Samuel Johnson, 
the lexicographer.1  He was a lawyer.  Fidel Castro is a lawyer, and early in his beginning 
prominence, he was referred to as Dr. Fidel Castro.  At that time in South and Central 
America, they were still titling lawyers as doctor. I think after the alchemists, witch 
doctors, etc. (now modern day medical doctors) began taking the doctor title, we gave it 
up, so as not to be confused nor grouped with them. 
 
____________ 
1. My parents paid a lot of tuition money for me to be able to know that “lexicographer” refers to a person who 
 writes a dictionary. 
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MATT WADE is now serving as General Counsel for Lubbock Power & Light.  His new mailing address is P.O. Box 2000, 
Lubbock, 79457; the physical address is 1301 Broadway, Lubbock, 79401.  Phone:  775-2506.  Facsimile: 775-3112.  E-mail:  
mwade@lpandl.com or mwade@mylubbock.us.    
 
Contact information for JUDGE LANEHART after October 1, 2008:  Phone:  794-4095;  Cell:  535-7573; Email:  
Paulalanehart@yahoo.com.  Correspondence may be sent to Judge Lanehart at Chuck Lanehart’s business address: 
1217 Avenue K; Lubbock, TX   79401-4025; Fax:  765-8150. 
 
Congratulations to PROFESSOR BRYAN CAMP for being quoted in the New York Times Caucus blog for his article, A Brief 
Analysis of Governor Palin's Tax Returns for 2006 and 2007(October 5, 2008).  
 
Condolences to REEVES WINN for the loss of his mother, Barbara Winn, on October 8, 2008. 
 
KARA A. GARCIA’S new contact information is:  Law Office of Kara Garcia; P.O. Box 65520;;Lubbock, TX 79464-5520; (806) 
577-6595; (806) 783-0460 (fax); karagarcialaw@sbcglobal.net. 

 

 
 
OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE/FURNITURE FOR SALE:  Fully and nicely equipped and decorated ‘Turnkey Law’ Office 
in a good rented location for over seven years. Telephone numbers transferable, 2 rooms, 650+ Sq. feet, 3 wired workstations, 
telephone system, 8 four-drawer HON filing cabinets, existing practice, and much more. Retiring lawyer will mentor purchaser. 
$10,000 Contact:  Dorset Bennett at 795-0000. 
 
OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE:  Office space available at 10th and Texas Ave.  Easy walking distance to the courthouse.  
Phone, fax, and copier furnished.  Contact: Sharon Snuggs at 763-9900 Office, 777-6813 Cell.   
 
OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE:  1703 Avenue K, OFFICE SUITE $750.00; Two 12’x12’ offices and a 12’x24’ reception area.  
Includes use of Large Kitchen, ample parking, restrooms, separate entrance, and address.  Recently remodeled with new 
carpeting.  Office furniture available.  Law Offices of Hurley, Sowder & Matthews.  Contact: Robin Matthews at 763-0409. 
 
OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE:  Closing office.  Granite credenza, leather chairs, conference table, cherry desks, loveseat, 
filing cabinets, copier, refrigerator, silk trees, bookcases, armoire available.  Contact: Linda Smith at 535-2182. 
 
OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE: two blocks from courthouse; two suites of two offices each, shared use of reception area, 
conference room, kitchen, and copy room; one inside parking space per suite and free parking on street next to building; 
$550.00 per suite, utilities included; 619 Broadway, Curry Law Firm, 744-2100. 
 
OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE: Two rooms available, one big and/or one small even room for a separate reception area if 
needed.  Perfect location right across the street from the jail and the courthouse. Price negotiable. Contact: Susan Rowley at 
743-5900 or 438-5297. 
 
OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE: 2223 34th Street; great location; established law office; positive blue sky; 2200+ sq feet; 3 
offices, 2 bathrooms, conference room/library, reception area, break room, parking; available after August 31, 2008; shown by 
appointment; Contact:  Jonathan Elms at 744-2353 or 543-1416. 

      
Send your news, classified ads, address changes, and other items to Law Notes: 

lcba@lcba.org or lubbocklawnotes@gmail.com; LCBA office:  775-1389     Kristi:  761-0998 
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LUBBOCK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

 
 

 

 
 

Next Meeting:  November 21, 2008 
11:45 a.m., Lubbock Club 

CLE 0.50 
 

Topic:  “Secularism v. Religion and its Legal Effects” 
Speaker:  Judge Sam Medina of the 237th District Court 

 
Cost: $13.00 per person with advance reservations; $15.00 per person at the door 

 
RESERVATIONS ARE IMPORTANT TO ASSURE SEATING & FOOD!!! 

 
RESERVE BEFORE WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19th AT NOON. 

 
By phone: 775-1389 By fax: 775-1615 By e-mail: lcba@lcba.org 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LUBBOCK LAW NOTES          
P.O. Box 109         
Lubbock, TX 79408-0109                 
www.lcba.org       
Jeanne Fairman, Executive Secretary 
806-775-1389 

  PRESORTED STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID  
 LUBBOCK, TEXAS   
   PERMIT NO. 798 
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